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PREFACE.

Midwifery is practised by many native fe-
males who are either quite ignorant of the art
or have gained but a slight experience in it
which can avail them nothing in the manage-
ment of infricate cases. Serious and fatal re--
sults have, in too many instansces, been known
to have ensued from their ignorance, and yet
they are seldom deterred from plying their voca-
tion. It is therefore of the utmost importance-
that they should be taught practical midwifery,,
a profession which they at-present take to- with-
out any previous training. Tt is true that native-
midwives seldom know to-read or to write, but if
there were in existence a work in their own ver-
nacular giving practical lessons in the art they
follow, they would no doubt avail themselves of
the earliest opportunity of getting at those lessons.
either by trying to read the book themselves or
by getting it read to them by others. It appear-
ed to-me however that such a book can only be-
adapted to their comprehension by being written:
in the form of a dialogue which is the mnst
impressive of all methods of conveying know-
ledge to simple and unsophisticated minds. The
aid of the teacher is dispensed with and the wid-
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est scope given for entering into explanations
for which a serious treatise is not at all fitted. I
have accordingly ventured to publish a guide to
practical midwifery in Bengali in two parts.
The first part treats of “management of preg-
nancy, management of natural labor, manage-
ment of perturient females, and proper nursing
of the child till it is two years old”” The second
part treats of ¢ preter-natural labor and of ab-
normal presentations with their treatment, puer-
peral heemorrhage, management of twin-cases, of
dysmenorrhcea and monorrhagia, signs of preg-
naney, abortion and consequent effects. ”

- Besides being of use to native midwives
who have indeed a very large practice in this
country, the book may be read with profit by
educated Hindoo-females who will no longer
place themselves in the hands of ignorant wo-
men in one of the most critical periods of their
life. To the student of the Bengali Class loarn-
ing accouchement, it may also prove a very
easy and at the same time a comprehensive
instructor.

It is hoped that the book will receive at the
hands of the professors and teachers of the
Medical College the patronage which it may

sce to them to deserve.
' JADU NATH MOOKERJEE,
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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

A Guide to the Daecs or Native Midwives written

" in the form of a dialogue in two parts by Judu
Nauth Mookerjee, Licentiate of Medicine and
Surgery, Calcutta University, Calcutta.

‘WHATEVER the comparative merits of the old
Hindu Collegemen, and the modern B. As. and
M. As., one thing cannot be denied that the
Medical graduates of the Calcutta University
are a better educated sot and shew greater
literary activity than the old graduates of thoe
Medical College. To their industry and re-
search is to be traced a promising medical
literature in Bengali, which has sprung up within
the last ten years. The work, which heads the
present notice, is a very favorable specimen.
Written in an easy and colloquial Bengali, in the
form of dialogues, intelligible to even a child of
ten, it is calculated to prove not only an useful
guide to Daces or midwives, but also a profitablo
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companion to native mothers and nurses. There
are few Bengali families in the larger towns and
eities, the females of which cannot read such
easy books as the one under notice, and we
would therefore commend it a plan in the
domestic library of native gentlemen. We are
glad to find that Dr. Charles, Professor of Mid-
wifery and Diseases of Children, Medical College,
has recorded a favorable opinion on the work in
a letter to the author, which is as follows:

My pEaRr Sir,—1I have to acknowledge with
thanks the receipt of the sccond half of
your Guide to Dhayes. I regret that I have so
little knowledge of the language in which it is
written that any opinion I could express on the
style you have adopted would be of little value,
This is of the less consequence as I learn from
your countrymen that its excellencies in this
respect are well-marked and thoroughly appre-
ciated, while the language is well suited to the
comprehension of uneducated women. It gives
me much pleasure to be able to inform you that
after having had the work critically examined,
and selected passages either read to me, or

translated for me, I have formed a high opinion
of its merits. I consider that the subjects you
have taken up are very judicious and your treat-
ment of them most careful. I am convinced
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that an extensive circulation of the book through
the Bengalee districts in the Lower Provinces
would do that amount of good which is possible
as long as the management of women in labor is
entrusted to untrained women who can neither
read nor write. I should much like to see every
Thana supplied with a copy as a eommencerent
and the Inspector of Police directed to encourage
one or more Dhayes to have the book read to
them. Should it be found practicable to reach
the women in this way, and it seems probable
that the Dhayes would make an attempt to bene-
fit by the means placed within their reach, such
an experimental measure might be followed by
a more extensive distribution of your work,
Besides any action the Government may take
in the matter, the subjeet is one which affects so
closely all elasses that self-interest alone should
stimulate each land-holder to purchase one or
more copies of your work, and have it read to
the Dhayes employed by his own family or in
practice among those in whose welfare he is
concerned.

Yours truly,
T. EpMONSTONE CHARLES,
Hindu Patriot, of the 1st August 1870.
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4 guide fo midwifery.—In a happy hour Dr.
Jadu Nath Mookerjee conceived the idea of im-
parting to the dyees or native midwives, in the
form of -a dialogue, tho instruction, they so
much need for the successful performance of
their delicate duties. Being written in Bengali
the work is unto us a sealed book, neither does
the practice of midwifery fall within the pro-
vince of ordinary journalism. We are assured
however, on excellent authority, that Dr. Jadu
Nath Mookerjee has succeeded in expressing in
simple language, and with a remarkable clear-
ness of description, all that it concerns a mid-
wife to know. With the aid of these instructions,
the least experienced mofussil accoucheuses,
may be trusted to do for their patients whatever
is best to be done. As the price of the book is
only Rs. 3 there are few women of this class
who cannot afford to purchase it. At the same
time it would not be amiss if a copy were plac-
ed under the orders of the Government in each
thannah, by which means it would be brought to
the knowledge of those who never see even a
vernacular newspaper. The proper treatment of
parturient women and their plastic offspring is a
matter of such national importance, that the
Government might well go a little out of its
way to circulate the knowledge so conviniently
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arranged by Dr. Jodu Nath Mookerjee.
Englishman 16th May 1870. -

It is satisfactory to notice that English
education is in some respects being turned to ac-
count for the good of the people of this coun-
try. And we should like to see it bear more
fruit in the same practical direction in which it
has been used by Baboo Jadu Nath Mookerjee,
Licentiate of Medecine and Surgery, Calcutta
University, who has thrown into simple form,
for popular use, the knowledge he has received
from his instructors as regards midwifery. The
Baboo inscribes his work to Dr. Charles ia ac-~
knowledge of his gratitude and esteem for that
gentleman’s professional acquirements. It must
be gratifying to Dr. Charles to see that his ins-
tructions, in a matter of so much interest and
importance to the uninformed women of India,
have through one of his pupils, been made
available for their advantage. The work  is
thrown into the form of simple dialogue in the
vernacular, so that it may be read by almost all,
or they may have it read to them. The work of
Baboo Jodu Nath Mookerjee is on a subject
affecting greatly the physical well-being of the
people of India, and there is no doubt it will be
extensively useful. The people of India have
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Yearnt false notions of what to do under the cir«
cumstances of which the book treats. The ob-
ject of this book is to impart more correct
knowledge ... ... ... ... ... and we.accor-

dingly recommend .it.
Indian Daily News,

16. May 1870
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